
The view
from the
jury box
By PAT RHODES

A year and a half ago' a busy. valley

wosratr was called to jurY dutY in
Missoula County. She worts full time' has

a brsband and child and a home to keeP'

"I didn't thir* I had time but I did it," she

said this week-

The jury exPcriencc haPPened to be

the muder uial of BeckY Richards,

accused of killing her husband and

ultimately found guilty of the crime' "It
(the guilty verdict) was not a decision

made lightly." according to the juror, who

wishes to remain snonymou;. 'There werc

49 counts against Becky. We studied each

- everyrhing - every a@trsation.'

The jury looked for every way it could

to acquit the beautiful young woman' "We

did n-ot want to thir* she had done lhis

enible lhing," the jruor said. "But" she

had embezzled from her husband's

company and from another unrelated

busines where she had been bookkeeper'

She was not believable in her testimony

that her husband Jim had committed

suicide."
Richards had sigred trer hrsband's

narne to checks she wasn't supposed to

sigr and Jim Richards was pressing the

isiue. "She had gone behind her hrxband's

back although she tud been told not to

people in Ore penal system did'not take

seriously Richards' crime.
"TheY should have recogrized how

deviots Becky is. They seemed m decide

rhat tlre judge and jury didn't krow what

rhey were doing. There appuently was lo
diaiogue between the judge and the

conections people before. Becky began

receiving speciJ ueatmeni. She hurt a lot

of innocent people with her crimes and

See Ricbards' Page 3

Rrvrlll Rcpr,rbllc. Hrmllto4 Hod., Wcdt€&y, llovombor 10, 1991 'Prgc 3

sign the checks," the juror said. "We.tried

ro-U" f"it but Becky is a deviorx and evil
-- ----.:-

person. She is attractive, young, energeuc

and intelligent. She could have been'a

su@ess at urything' had slre direced all

her talents in an accePtable waY."

"I'm incersed urd outraged now,'the
jnror said, in rhe aftermath of whar she

io* as abrses of Montana's conections'

system in allowing Richards special

favon, including dinners out with a prison

official, visits with her parents and

children, and other benefits not expected

o be glanted to a murderer imprisoned for

life.
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now she is doing it again becarse of
her abuse of tlre program, o0ters,

who are deserving, probably will be

denied.'
One reason the jtrty was so care-

ful in reaching its verdict was the

four children involved, two of
whom were tsecky's and two 'of
whom were her husband's by' a
previous marriage. "Jim (Rictrards)

apparently was a good I'ather and

now those four chil&en have'bcen '

raurnatized by his death. BeckY's

childreri have esseniially lost both'
their mother and father."

Until tbe latest news of BcckY's
jail experiences, the juror said she

believed in the system*'After serv-
ing on the jury I thought tf,e systcrn
works. My fellovr jurors and I wse
on this sensadonal case with serious

.charges against an individual. We

took it seriousiy and tried lo
separate ourselves fmm the media

and the packed courtroom scene for
thrce weels. \Ye bonded and talked
easily. We were vefy thorough. Ir
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took a lot out of our lives and I still
think about it, and about Becky in
prison. We shed tears. It w:$ .an

intense experience. Now I'm
devasbtcd because more irurocent

people are being hurt by her."
1he former jury rnember said

she frrmly believes that serving on a
jury is ur important civic duty. "It is

worth while and I'n glad I did it. I
observed the rules srialy and tire
rest of the jr:ry war equ:ily caroJt!,"
she said. nlt was a somber, sober

pr@ess." Once dcne, it should not .

have beeg rindonc by peoplc rvho

did not panicipate in it, she sa:d.

"What kind of nressage does this
send to rhe pubiic or to YotulS
people?" She said the issuc bere is

murder. One that apparendY uas
premcditated and ruthlesslv
executed. "After serving on &e jur)'

urd the geat thougbt and delibera-

tlou we put into the casc, I feel what "

has happenid recenily is'a slap in

rhe face of thc whole jrstice sYs-

iem," she said.
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